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Effect of planting date in the growth and productivity of
some cultivars and hybrids of local maize (Zea Mays L.)

under Damascus conditions

Abstract

This experiment was carried out for on season (2009) at
Agricultural Colleges farm, Eastern Damascus, to study the
effect of sowing date on grain vield and yield components of
maize (Zea Mays L.). Two hybrids(Basel 1 and Basel 2) and
one variety (Gouta 82) were sown at three sowing date (15
April, 2 May and 15 may) in a Split-Plot design replicated
three imes with sowing date as main plots and entries as sub-
plots. Data were collected for following traits; plant height,
ear length and weight, seed number and weight /car, number
of seed rows / ear, 100 sced weight, the percentage of oil,
protcin and starch, dray matter and grain yield.
The results of ANOVA showed that sowing date had a
significant effect on all the studied traits except number of
sced rows/ear. Grain yield of the entries planted in May 2
were significantly higher than their early planting (2.51 t/ha)
or late planting (1.95 t/ha). However, there were reduction in
plant height, number of rows/ear, 100- seed weight and starch
percentage with delay in planting date. Gouta 82 varicty
showed better performance than the two hybrid for all the
traits except 100-seed weight and oil and starch percentage.

Grain yield of the crop was positively correlated with all the
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traits except oil percentage. The study indicated that high
grain yield and oil and protein content can be obtained during
the planting at the beginning of the month of May in the

province of Damascus.

Key words: Maize, planting date, grain yield.

49





