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Study of some genetic and non-genetic factors affecting
litter size and birth weight in Awassi sheep
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Abstract

The research aims to study of litter size and birth weight in awassi sheep,
under conditions of Qameshly research center. the study included data
from year 2008 — 2012, the data was statistically analyzed by using
program of (Harvey, 1990). The results defined the least square means for
attribute  (litter size, birth weight) was respectively(1.29 0.08 . <0.01)
4.68. The effect of sire, year, dame birth type and dam weight at mating
were significant for litter size, while there was not effact of parity and
dame age at mating for litter size. Also The results defined. the effect of
sire, sex, parity, birth type, year and dam weight at birth were significant
for birth weight, while there was not effect of dame age at birth for birth
weight. Estimates of heritability for liter size and birth weight
respectively were 0.23 and 0.27. and estimates of repeatability for these
traits were 0.07 and 0.45 respectively,

Key Words: Awassi shee, Litter size, Birth weight, heritability. repeatability,
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