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Abstract

Unique Legal Document at "Alalakh™ Kingdom

dr.Nizar Hasan

private Law Department
Faculty of Law

University of Aleppo

This research includes the study of unique legal Document
from the Archives of "Alalakh " Kingdom, which is an Ancient Syrian
kingdom that dates back to the Second Millennium B.C. it was
discovered by the English Archeologist "Leonardo woolley " during

the years (1971- 1944),

Tens of Legal Documents were discovered in the Archives of
this Kingdom. as regard the importance of this Document — which is
under discussion-the tablet no.\Y of Alalakh Kingdoms Archives goes

back 1o that it gives us new Legal information regarding the history of
Law in Syria in general, and in Aleppo in particular.

This study is considered to be the First Legal attempt —as far as
we know-that studied this Document attentively historically and
legally.

this Document was prepared in the reign of Alalakh King
“Nigmepa", in the Yo" Century B.C, and it had an Akkadian term
indicating that the Customary Law was the Maine source of the legal
rules in both Kingdoms, Yamhad (Aleppo), and Alalakh

(Iskandarona district) in the Vo™ Century B.C.

This Document accounts for not discovering legal Codes in the
Ancient Archives of Syria. despite discovering Tens of Thousands of
clay a cuneiform tablets in them, so the reason is the dependence of
these Kingdoms on the Custom as amine source of the legal rules in
these ages.

In addition, the Document being studied has so many Formal
legal characleristics, such as having the monarchs seal impression, the
various witnesses in the legal Document, where there is an accordance
between these legal formalities with many ancient legal and juridical
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Syrian applications in other Kingdoms. that also dates back to the
Second Millennium B.C.

Key words: "Alalakh, Custom. Treason, Gift of Marriage”.

317





