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Castles and Forts in the Bilad al-Sham
From the Arab Islamic Conguest until the End of the
Umayyad Era

Dr: Anwr ALawa®

Abstract
The Arab Islamic civilization was preceded by ancient human civilizations that
attached great importance to building castles< fortresses¢ walls and trenches for
security requirements. One of the most famous civilizations that were in contact with
Muslims was the Byzantine civilization. It is noted that during the Arab Islamic
conquest of the Levant:« the Arab Muslims did not destroy any defensive fortifications
in this region. Rather« efforts focused on conquest by peace or force using the method
of deception« due to their knowledge of their need for these fortifications after the
conquest. The inland cities of the Levant were military camps that met the
requirements of the conquering Arab armies. As for the coastal cities¢ they were
transformed into defensive links for the Arab Muslims against the fleets of the
Byzantine Empire« which aimed to use these cities to regain control over the Levant.
As for the northern cities of the Levant« they were transformed into defensive and
offensive frontiers against the Byzantine Empire. Thus« the wars of castles« fortresses«
frontiers and guards - the links - began since Early in the history of the Arab Islamic
world< Muslims developed these fortifications from mere barracks for soldiers and
stores for weapons and supplies; to fortified cities that included integrated facilities for
war and defense operations that started from the mosque.
Despite all these positives that the Arab state achieved at the beginning of its
establishment from the interest in defensive fortifications and the use of the existing
and developing it or building what was necessary:« it had negatives that did not appear
except through some lines through the destruction of certain castles and fortresses on
the borders of his state by Emperor Heraclius¢< and the Umayyad Caliph Muawiyah bin
Abi Sufyan doing a similar work on the northern borders for goals that may seem
hidden.
Keywords: Castles - Forts - Bilad al-Sham - Conquest - Umayyad - Heraclius -
Muawiyah.
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