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The Geopolitical Importance of Bab el-Mandeb Strait
and its political and economic repercussions
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Abstract
Bab el-Mandeb Strait is one of the most important shipping lanes in the world, shared by
the continents of Africa and Asia, and connects the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, the
Arabian Gulf, and the Horn of Africa. The strait is a strategic, economic, and military
meeting point, making it a regional and international arena of conflict, and a winning card
in wars and conflicts.
The research aimed to study the importance of international straits in international
relations, the geopolitical importance of Bab el-Mandeb Strait, and to investigate the
importance of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait in geopolitical, economic, and security aspects.
The research relied on the descriptive analytical approach to study and describe the status
of Bab el-Mandeb Strait for countries overlooking it, as well as countries that depend on
it for their economy as an important sea lane.
The research reached the most important results, including:

1. Bab el-Mandeb Strait is one of the most important waterways in the world for its role
in linking global trade from the East and the West, and its importance has increased
recently due to the tensions and conflicts that the region is going through.

2. Bab al-Mandeb Strait has military and security importance, required by the need to
preserve economic interests and secure international trade and energy lines, so major
and powerful regional countries have been keen to establish military bases in ports and
islands located within and around the strait, and on the shores of nearby and
overlooking countries.

3. The geopolitical dimension of the regional and international presence in Bab al-
Mandeb is increasingly revealed by military movements and developments in the
Middle East and the Arabian Gulf region.

4. The geopolitical, strategic and economic importance of Bab al-Mandeb Strait has
given it an effective influence in international relations as it is a vital artery supplying
the world with energy, and an economic pressure card that several countries resort to
as a card to resolve their political problems in the region.

Keywords: International straits, Bab al-Mandeb Strait, geopolitics, maritime navigation.

* Professor, Department of Economics and Planning, Faculty of Economics, Lattakia University.
**Associate Professor ,Department of Economics and Planning, International Relations, Faculty
of Economics, Lattakia University, , Syria. E-mail: rami.layka@tishreen.edu.sy

***postgraduate student, Department of Economics and Planning, Major in International
Relations, Faculty of Economics, Lattakia University.

17


mailto:Syria.rami.layka@tishreen.edu.sy

