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The Character in The Novel ( The Conquest of Andalus)
by Jurji Zaydan a Semiotic Approach

Dr.QasimAl-Qahtani
NouraMisbahAl-Fetaih

Abstract

The novelistic literature serves as a mirror that reflects and reshapes reality, offering
worlds and characters that transcend time and place to settle deeply in the reader’s
consciousness. Within this framework, the works of the prominent Arab novelist Jurji
Zaydan represent a pivotal milestone in the history of Arabic fiction—particularly his
historical novels, which skillfully intertwine narrative storytelling with the
personalization of history. Among these works, The Conquest of Andalusia stands out
for its depiction of significant historical transformations, not only through major
events but also through the construction of characters that carry profound symbolic
meanings beyond their apparent narrative functions

This research focuses on the analysis of the novelistic character by examining its
psychological and social traits through the lens of semantic and symbolic structures.
This is made possible through a semiotic approach, which aims to deconstruct the
signs and symbols embedded within the text, revealing the hidden meanings and
layers embedded in the characters. The study explores how these meanings are shaped
through the interaction between narrative and historical contexts



