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Difficulties that hinder the work of cooperative agricultural societies in
the eastern region of Syria

ABSTRACT

The research discusses the difficulties that hinder the work of cooperative agricultural societies
in the eastern region of Syria. The study aimed to identify some of the personal and technical
characteristics of cooperative members in cooperative agricultural societies, identify the problems and
difficulties facing cooperative members, and determine procedures and measures to address the

problems

The study reached many results, the most important of which are: less than half of the respondents have
basic education (42.9%), and more than half of the respondents have large families of more than seven
members (87.2%), and the majority of the respondents are married (95.2%), and (98 %) of the
respondents were smallholders, and less than half of the respondents (42.2%) had 21-30 years of
working in agriculture, and (53.3%) of the farmers were older than 50 years of age. The study also
showed that 74% of the respondents They suffer from changing prices of agricultural crops that are not
compatible with production costs. 80% of the respondents agree that the rising costs of agriculture are

considered one of the most important problems facing the respondents.

85% of the respondents suffer from the lack of fuel needed to operate wells to irrigate their lands.

All of the respondents suffer from the problem of solidarity and solidarity among members, according
to which members are prohibited from benefiting from some facilities due to the law of solidarity and
solidarity.

66% of the respondents suffer from the problem of members not committing to pay their debts, which
deprives the rest of the members of benefiting from some facilities.

The study also showed that there are proposals for the respondents to solve these problems, as 82% of
the respondents suggest developing pricing policies appropriate to the market reality, and 67% of the
respondents agreed to secure sufficient supplies at the appropriate time and at appropriate prices, and
all respondents see the necessity of abolishing interdependence and solidarity between members in the
field of debts. In order to allow one to benefit from some facilities in the event of cancellation of

solidarity and solidarity between members.

The study also showed that there are problems facing the administrative staff related to the
association’s services and activities

35% of respondents believe that the Board of Directors is not committed to its duties.

Also, all the respondents agreed that the agricultural banks getting out of control and the services they
provide are considered one of the most important problems that hinder the work of the association, and
the seed multiplication institution going out of service is considered one of the most important

problems facing them.

There are also proposals to solve these problems, as 82% of respondents see the need to reactivate
agricultural banks and the services they provide, 81% of respondents suggest reactivating the Seed
Multiplication Corporation and benefiting from its services, 80% of respondents suggest exempting
agricultural banks’ debts from interest and late fines, 52 % of respondents suggest adopting efficiency

in selecting association members

Keywords: difficulties and proposals - agricultural cooperative societies - the eastern region.
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