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Criminal liability for juvenile offenders

Yahya Aljafar.*, Mahmoud Jalal **
Abstract

Modern penal legislation agrees in its keenness to give special importance to crimes
committed by juveniles, represented in the nature of the penalties imposed against
them on the one hand, and in the special procedures followed in their trial on the
other hand. This is justified by the young age of the juvenile offender, the
incompleteness of his mental and physical development, and the lack of The
seriousness of the crimes he commits, but on the other hand, we find that the
establishment of criminal liability for the juvenile varies from one legislation to
another, depending on the criteria on which this liability is classified, the most
important of which is related to determining the age of the juvenile, and therefore
the provisions of criminal liability for the juvenile are considered a type of criminal
protection. As punishments for juvenile crimes vary according to the stages of the
child’s life, protection sometimes takes the form of abstaining from responsibility,
withholding punishment, or a mitigating excuse. Syrian legislation was not far from
these considerations and trends. Juvenile Law No. 18 of 1974 came in line with
these trends to some extent, as it allocated the incident for special treatment, whether
in terms of the rules of prosecution and trial, or in terms of the penalties it
established to confront juvenile delinquency, which will be highlighted. In
comparison with other legislation, let us finally evaluate the plan followed by the
Syrian legislator in this regard.

Key words : The act, the delinquent, the criminal, criminal responsibility.
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