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The Effects of The Slavery Issue on The American

Civil War 1861-1865 AD

Prof. Dr. Taliah Al-Sayyah

Abstract

The differing economic development of the North and South of the United States
of America, resulting from the country's geographical nature, led to a discrepancy
and difference in the political, economic and social interests and goals of both
parties, which led them into war.

The 1ssue of slavery and the economic and political issues related to it were at the
forefront of the factors that led to the American Civil War of 1861-1865 AD, as
the southern states announced their secession from the Union, relying on their
military strength and their hope for European intervention, especially English and
French, on their side.

The federal government put the issue of slavery aside at the beginning of the war,
in order not to provoke the border states based on the slavery system on the one
hand and not to provoke the Democratic North on the other hand.

This government faced a major crisis in the summer and fall of 1862 AD,
resulting from the failure of the attacks on Richmond, the capital of the South,
and financial distress, which prompted President Abraham Lincoln to draw up a
draft of the Emancipation Proclamation and present it to the House of
Representatives, but for military reasons he withdrew from announcing it until the
Northern forces achieved a battle victory. Antietam in September 1862.

The Emancipation Proclamation included the gradual abolition of slavery through
treaties concluded with slave states, but any state that remained in revolt until the
beginning of next year 1863 AD would have its slaves freed unconditionally.
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After this declaration, the slaves turned into a dangerous revolutionary force on
the soil of the southern states. The Emancipation Proclamation prompted both
Great Britain and France to stop their secret support for the southern states and
neglect the issue of intervention in the American Civil War.

The Northern forces were able to achieve victory at the end of the war over the
secessionists who advocated maintaining the slavery system in the South.

Although the slaves gained their independence as a result of the war, they did not
benefit from the settlement laws and did not obtain land to work on. Rather, they
remained linked to the large landowners, and were exposed to many examples of
exploitation.

Numerous secret organizations were established in the South, chief among whose
goals was terrorizing Negroes, such as the Ku Klux Klan, which included in its
ranks soldiers and officers in the former southern forces who carried out acts of
violence and terrorism against liberated Negroes.
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