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The impact of demographic transition on
dependency rates and productivity in Arab
countries

Dr. Ahmad Zuoher Alhaj Kanbr
Faculty of Administrative Sciences - Al-Ittihad Private University

Abstract

In the past, the demographic pattern of Arab countries was
characterized by high fertility and mortality rates. This pattern changed in
later stages due to the rapid decline in infant mortality rates and the
increase in life expectancy, which caused a shift in the age structure of
the population, which in turn led to an increase in the number of people
of working age (15-64). The continued high fertility rate for successive
decades also led to an unprecedented increase in the number of young
people (0-14). Many modern development hypotheses stipulate that
changes in the age structure of the population play a significant role and
have a clear impact on the development process. At a specific time point,
the impact may be positive or negative, depending on the relationship
between the growth of the working-age population and the growth of the
dependent population. The study concluded that Arab countries are
divided into three groups based on the growth rates of their broad age
groups (young countries, countries in transition, and countries at the
beginning of development). The study also demonstrated that Arab
countries are divided into two groups with regard to the effects of
demographic changes. It recommended that both groups develop
appropriate policies to benefit from the demographic dividend.

Keywords: demographic transition, population age structure,
dependency ratios, productivity.
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