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2aal)
The effect of age, gender, and subject selection on the logical and lateral
thinking skills of secondary school students.
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The degree of teachers' practice of lateral thinking skills
in the schools of the first cycle of basic education in
Damascus governorate

Abstract
The study aimed to measure the degree of practice of lateral thinking skills by the
teachers of the first cycle of the basic education stage in the governorate of
Damascus. The researcher followed the analytical descriptive approach. The
researcher prepared a measure of lateral thinking skills consisting of (20) questions
that were applied to the study sample, which consisted of (110) male and female
teachers. The study found the following results:
1- The skill of generating new perceptions from the teachers’ point of view was
low.
2- The skill of generating new concepts from the teachers' point of view was low.
3- The skill of generating new ideas from the teachers' point of view was low.
4- The skill of generating new alternatives from the teachers' point of view was
low.
5- The skill of generating new innovations from the teachers' point of view was
low.
6- There is no statistically significant difference at the significance level (0.05)
between the mean scores of the research sample members of teachers in practicing
lateral thinking skills due to the variable (sex, educational qualification).
Recommendations: In light of the previous results, the researcher presents the
following recommendations:
1- Employing modern technical and technological means in developing various
thinking skills, the most important of which is lateral thinking.
2- Training student teachers in the faculties of education to develop various
thinking skills, including lateral thinking skills.
3- The need for the Ministry of Education and its sub-directorates to adopt courses
for teachers to be able to acquire lateral thinking skills.
4- Encouraging teachers to use strategies and methods that develop lateral
thinking.
5- Inclusion in the school curricula of the principles and skills of lateral thinking in
the various stages of education, starting from kindergarten.
6- Conducting guidance seminars and preparing a guide for teachers and parents
that helps develop lateral thinking.
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7- Adopting a study material in the various educational and university stages that

develops talent, creativity and different thinking skills.

8- Keeping pace with the development in the fields of education and training by

establishing centers for teaching thinking, similar to most countries in the world.
Suggestions: Based on the results of the research, the researcher suggests

conducting the following studies:

1- A study on designing a training program to develop lateral thinking among

teachers.

2- A study on the development of lateral thinking among students in different

stages of education.

3- An analytical study to find out the availability of lateral thinking skills in the

different Syrian educational curricula.

4- A study to detect the factors affecting lateral thinking.

Keywords: lateral thinking skills - the first episode of the basic education stage.



