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The Syrian issue and the story of the bloody conflict between the
Seleucids and the Ptolemies in the Hellenistic era

Researcher: Ali Tayseer Suleiman
Department of History
Faculty of Arts, Al-Furat University

Abstract

The Hellenistic era that followed the death of Alexander the Great in the year 323
BC was one of the most prominent and distinguished eras in human history, due to
the new cultures and concepts it introduced in which Greek (Hellenic) civilization
merged with Eastern civilizations. This era extended until the year 30 BC, when
Rome was able to eliminate the Ptolemaic Kingdom in Egypt, which was the last
Hellenistic kingdom in the Near East.

But despite the positive aspects of that era in the field of culture, art urbanism,
the wars of the kingdoms that broke out on the ruins of Alexander’s empire were a
dangerous feature of this era, because of the negative results they had in weakening
states and extinguishing their civilizations. The most important and longest of these
wars were the wars that arose between the Seleucid Kingdom in Syria and the
Ptolemaic Kingdom in Egypt due to the emergence of what is known as the (Syrian
Question) or (the Syrian Question) that began after the end of the Battle of Ipsos in
301 BC, which We will study it in this research, and talk about its causes and results
through the long wars that followed, known in history as (the Syrian Wars 168-279
BC).

Keywords: Hellenistic kingdoms, the Syrian issue, the Syrian wars, the Seleucids,
the Ptolemies.



